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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Watershed Description

The watershed originates in the Piedmont near Waxhaw, North Carolina, and drains 
approximately 1385 square miles (887,000 ac) in South Carolina. The Lynches River is 
joined by the Little Lynches Creek (which becomes Bell Branch), Sparrow Swamp, Big 
Swamp Branch and Lake Swamp before it drains into the Pee Dee River, (about 25 miles 
south of Marion, SC) to form the Lower Pee Dee subbasin.
  
The Lynches subbasin lies in the Piedmont (45), Southeastern Plains (65), and Middle 
Atlantic Coastal Plain (63) ecoregions (Figure 1). A brief description of the Level III 
ecoregions in this watershed is available in this document's appendix. A more detailed 
description of the Level III and Level IV Common Resource Areas (Ecological Regions) 
is available online (See Griffith et al. 2002 in References section.).

45b Southern Outer Piedmont

45c Carolina Slate Belt

45g Triassic Basins

63h Carolina Flatwoods

63n Mid-Atlantic Floodplains and Low 
Terraces

65c Sand Hills

65l Atlantic Southern Loam Plains

FIGURE 1:
LEVEL IV ECOLOGICAL REGIONS
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